
!e Power of Print
Publishing for Print with Flare
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Con!guring Flare for print can be 

complex because there is so much to 

control in the !nal document.

Con"guring for Print
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• Proxies Ð Generate print TOC, Index, and Glossary automatically 

• Print TOC Ð Control the order of content

• CSS Medium ÐTailor a CSS to support print publishing custom 
look/feel of content

• Page Layouts Ð Control margins, headers, etc.

• Cross References Ð Manage links that support online and print 
publishing

• Auto-numbering Ð Handle numbering for all things beyond lists

• Image Styles Ð Get big graphics to !t the page

Parts of Print
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A Proxy is a place holder where you want a print 
TOC, Index, or Glossary with automatically-
generated page number references
• Create new topics to contain your proxies
• Add proxies to the new topics
• Link to the new proxy topics from your print 

TOC outline

Including Proxies
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Proxy Samples
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Forma#ing a Proxy

• Container styling controlled by MadCap | IndexProxy
• Index Labels (A, B, C...) are controlled by p.IndexHeading 

style
• Individual index entries controlled by p.Index1, pIndex2, 

etc.
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!e Result 
of an Index 

Proxy
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Why create a separate TOC for your print 
outputs?
• Complete control

• Contents
• Exact order of the topics

• Eliminate topics referenced more than once 
• Common for online, unusual for print

• Provide way to de!ne chapter breaks

Printed TOC Rules
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• Online TOC

TOC Sample Comparison
• Printed TOC
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Printed TOC Output
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"e styles used for online are not usually optimal 
for a print experience. CSS Mediums allow for 
adjusting style properties.
• Change text properties
• Control backgrounds
• Adjust where page breaks occur automatically
• Control widows, orphans, hyphenation, etc.

Using CSS Medium Se#ings
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Creating H1 Page Breaks

If you need H1s 
to start on a 
new page, 
change the CSS 
for H1 in the 
Print medium.
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Creating Page Breaks in a P Tag
To break a page at a speci!c 
location on the page, you 
can insert a p tag with a 
page break built in.

"is allows you to fully 
control where content goes, 
if needed.

P tag w/ 
page-break-
before set
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Page Break Results

Here you see that 
the content ends 
before the page 
does.

"is is because of 
the p tag built in to 
the page.
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Hyphenation

• No 
hyphenation at 
all

• Line was 
considered 
short if it was 
13px or less
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Page Layouts provide you with page level and section/
chapter level forma#ing
• Each Page Layout can contain separate layout pages for 

• Front ma#er 

• Odd, even, !rst, and empty pages

• Page Layouts control
• Headers and Footers

• Margins

• Columns

Page Layouts
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"is title page layout 
contains frames:
• Header
• Footer
• Body

Page Layout Sample
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Associating a Page Layout
Associating a page layout with a topic in the 

TOC tells Flare how that page should look and 
act.

"e Stage 1 
page layout has 
been chosen

This shows 
which page of the 
Stage 1 page layout 

is needed
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Here are the results of 
the page layout. 

All the elements from 
the page layout come 
together nicely

Page Layout Results
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Auto-Numbering
Auto-Numbering is used to allow for automated 
!gure, table, chapter numbering & government-
style paragraph numbering
How?
1. Create a custom style class
2. Add auto-numbering to style class

3. Use new style class where needed
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Auto-Numbering Chart

• "is shows the relative complexity of auto-
numbering in Flare

• Difference is that once you get it, it’s STABLE - 
no funky goings on (MS Word)

Developed by Ryan Cerniglia at MadCap So#ware
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Auto-Numbering Examples
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Auto-Numbering Example
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Cross-references allow for an extremely elegant 
single-source handling of linking
• Controlled entirely by CSS
• One link in the source code can 

• Look like standard hyperlinks for online publishing

• Converted to proper page number references when 
going to print

Cross-References
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¥ Cross-References as links

Cross-References in Use
¥ Cross-References in print
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Ge#ing images to work in both online and print has 
always been problematic. Flare has dedicated 
styles to make this easier (without fuzzy images).
• Controlled by CSS
• Use the Print (or custom) medium se#ing 
• De!ne a maximum width or height for images

Image Styles for Print
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…looks terrible in print.

Image Styles Examples
What looks great online
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Image Styles Examples
Online Image
• Padding is set
• No width limit

Printed Image
• Padding is set to le% 

margin
• Max width is set
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• TOC
• Proxies
• Page Layouts
• Auto-Numbering

• Cross-references
• Print CSS
• Image styles

Print documentation in Flare is like a band, all parts 
should work together to create beautiful music:

Summary
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Example
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• MS Word document

• No styles - just inline forma#ing

• No real chapters

• No writing best practices employed

• Single bullets

• Numbered lists

Before

31



Print Document Examples
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Contact Info

• laura@lauracjohnson.com
• h#p://&areforhelp.lauracjohnson.com

How to contact me
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